IV.

GUSTAWS   III.   AT   YEBSAILLES.

"T"UNE 7, 1784, Gustavus III., who was on his way
fj back from Italy, travelling incognito as the Count
of Haga, reached Paris; he took up his quarters in
the rue du Bac, at the house of his ambassador, the
Baron de Stae'l, and the same evening he went to
Versailles without announcing his ^isit. Louis XVL
was hunting at Rambouillet; but when he received
word from a courtier sent by M. de Vergennes, he
left his brother to sup with the hunters and left at
once for Versailles. There he dressed quickly and
appeared before his guest with one red-heeled and
one black-heeled shoe, a gold buckle and a silver
buckle. The meeting of the two monarchs was most
cordial. A magnificent apartment in the palace was
made ready for the King of Sweden; but he, desiring
greater liberty, declined the invitation to stay there,,
and took lodgings in the town.

At that time the Swedes were called the French
of the north, and the relations between the courts of
Versailles and Stockholm were very close. Gustavus
III. was very popular in France, where he had already
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